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Where’s Our Party? Demand Staff

As the light at the end of the CORBA 2 tunnel approaches, staff are reminded of Chris’
promise to hold an ‘almighty party’ to celebrate its completion. Chris made the promise in a
moment of madness at the wine and cheese two months ago, but little did he realise that due
to the efforts of company staff, he would be put on the spot so early in the Quarter.

Said Paul O’Neill, C++ Mapping expert, “I’ve even gone so far as to demonstrate the
mapping to staff. As far as I’'m concerned we’re almost there”. Meanwhile, as Orbix 2.0
goes through it’s Qas, and the second batch of Betas leave today, clamour is growing for a
free drink. And crisps. Says Laura Dillon, Beta expert, “the software’s out there, let’s
party”.

However, the response from the top was described as ‘cool’. A spokesman said “let’s wait
for GA. Then we can celebrate. Anyway, Orbix 2.1 is the important release”. Ever sensible,
Ann Barry, herself busy re-writing documentation, put a favourable spin on the decision.
“Party or not, the real winner with Orbix 2.0 is IONA Technologies”, she said.

What I Did On My Holidays (er....Trip To Finland) By Ken Knox

Well, I should have known that it wasn't going to be a smooth ride judging from the taxi to the airport.
The driver looked as if his left ear had been savaged by a Pterodactyl & he drove as if the attack was
on-going. As we headed towards the Bray by-pass he muttered something about looking for a Skip in
Shankill, Chris lives there I thought to myself but thought nothing more of it. As he weaved through
the traffic heading towards Donnybrook with an obvious obsession to break the world record for
pointless lane changes he informed me that he used to be a brick-layer, but a serious car accident put
his back out so he took up taxi-driving instead! When we reached Donnybrook he swerved in to the
path muttering "I knew I'd find one", got out of the car, took a refuse sack out of the boot & threw it
into a skip on the footpath. Next as we came towards Pearse Street station he pulled over to the wrong
side of the road, again stopped the car, and ran into the Blue-Cabs office, leaving me to face the
oncoming traffic and strange looks from drivers I hoped I didn't know. By a strange co-incidence 100
yards down the road there was a car upside-down in the middle of the road and guards everywhere;
"Looks like there's been an accident", he ventured observantly and proceeded to take the next corner
looking backwards with his head out the side window.

After all that I was looking forward to 7 hours of travelling by plane with 2 connections,
Unfortunately however the flight to London was delayed by 15 minutes, no-one was at the checkin
desk for a certain Scandanavian airline in Terminal 1, the bus from Terminal 1 to Terminal 3 in
Heathrow was a bit slow and that same airline insisted on checking in 25 before takeoff, all of which
added up to a missed flight and a slightly upset IONA employee, who, incidently, made it to the
Terminal 3 checkin 20 minutes before takeoff.

to be continued......

Don’t forget, i-contact is an internal newsletter. And it’s not funny anymore. All news, ideas, letters,
submissions etc. can be sent to tfarrell@iona.ie. i-contact should be published again on 10/11/1995.
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Marketing News

In Colin’s own words, “The Juice is Loose”, and plenty of other things have been happening in
Marketing. In the last month, whilst engineering have written Orbix 2.0, Marketing have decided
what kind of box to put it in. Who says they do nothing?

Hit of the month has to be the CORBA seminar series. A new venture for Marketing, reports are
filtering back that the San Jose seminar was the greatest West Coast event since the Monterey
Festival, with scuffles breaking out over who would go on last, and Barry Morris setting fire to his
slides to whip the crowd into a frenzy.

Much talk and conjecture has been focused on how to package and market Orbix 2.0, with
marketing again proving to be *the* rock’n’roll department after choosing CD as the format of
choice. With all the fuss over CDs being a rip-off at £15, will we get away with $50007?

PR and Tradeshows are running successfully. After a good week at ObjectExpo Europe in London,
we are moving on to COMDEX and DB/EXPO in November / December - to be fishes of
indeterminate size in larger ponds than ever before (lakes even). Magazine coverage of late has
been excellent, as PR winds up for the COMDEX / CORBA 2 blitz.

The WEB is being updated and reformed, OrbixWise and the OrbixAwards are soon to come on
line, and there is much muttering about new documentation in various forms.

USA News

Over the pond, telesales and support are running smoothly out of the Boston office. On the news front:

Catie McGarrahan has started in an admin/reception role.

Visits are frequent. At present Margaret is over looking to bolster the sales staff. Other visitors
have included Karl, Annrai and Justin.

In a shock announcement Colin has confirmed that the leased lines *will* be fully operational
within the millennium.

Although claiming to be a ‘hive of activity’, judging by the contents of my mailbox most of the
Boston staff are more busy gossiping and spreading scandal than selling Orbix. None of it is
printable here, although staff can approach me directly for details.

Training And Consultancy News

Anger in office ‘A’ concerning Sean Baker’s newly found status as ‘absentee landlord’ is mis-placed.
If we knew how hard those folk were working when away from their desks, we wouldn’t be so quick to
scoff. Actually, Sean is on holiday, but the rest of them are working....

This is a record breaking month, with no fewer than 11 courses being conducted during October,
including a world-first for Karl McCabe - the first of many Orbix + ISIS courses.

® Killian, the wild rover of T&C, is now helping Northern Telecom distribute their objects.

® Alan Conway has now left his residency in Smyths in order to ‘consult’ and ‘be consulted’ at

Ericsson in Sweden.

Andrew Condon has stepped into Karl McCabe’s shoes, helping Orbix ‘take off” (pun) with
Boeing in Seattle. Careful with that grunge now.

SeanOS is, as usual, engaged in top secret work of a spy-like nature, whilst Fiona Hayes had no
sooner settled at her desk than she was off in California, then Colorado, giving Orbix courses.
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